Little Rock
Rogers

MITCHELL | WILLIAMS |ERRESSE

Austin
MitchellWilliamsLaw.com

Mitchell, Williams, Selig, Gates & Woodyard, P.L.L.C.

Hazardous Materials/Transportation:
U.S. Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration Addresses
Whether a Tarpaulin Constitutes an
Overpack

Arkansas Environmental, Energy, and Water Law Blog

09/19/2016

The United States Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (“PHMSA”) addressed a
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question posed by GEODynamics Inc. (“Gl”) relating to an “overpack” under the Hazardous Materials
Regulations (“HMR”) in an August 18" letter.

Gl in a March 3™ |etter described a scenario involving non-bulk packages of Division 1.4D explosives that
are shrink-wrapped together on a warehouse skid. The company further notes that the packages are

covered by § 172.504(e), Table 2, and have an aggregate gross weight over 1,001 Ibs.

Gl asked whether the tarpaulin cover required by § 177.835(h) is considered an overpack, as defined in §
171.8, and therefore subject to the provisions of § 173.25.

PHMSA states the answer is no. It further notes:

The tarpaulin required by § 177.835(h) is considered environmental protection and is not an overpack.
Likewise, if all the required marks and labels are visible on the packages through the shrink-wrapped skid
protected by the tarpaulin cover, no further action is necessary. If any of the required marks and labels
are not visible on the packages through the shrink-wrap, the shrink-wrapped skid is considered an
overpack and is required to be marked and labeled for every shipping description in the overpack as
prescribed in § 173.25(a)(2). Further, as prescribed in § 173.25(a)(4), the word “OVERPACK” is only
required to be marked on the shrink-wrapped skid if package specification markings, when required, are

not visible through the shrink wrap.

A copy of the letter can be downloaded here.
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